                              Old Girls’ Bulletin September 2011
September is here and that means the annual Old Girls’ reunion. This year it is on Saturday 24th September from 2pm till 5pm and, as usual, you will have the chance to wander around the school as well as down memory lane! See you there.
Keeping in Touch
Sending out an electronic letter reminding Old Girls of the reunion, and keeping them up to date with school events since January, has shown that several Old Girls have altered their email accounts but forgotten to let Terry, or the school office, know. If you are aware of anyone who has changed their address it would be greatly appreciated if you could remind them to let us know.

What Are They Doing Now?
One Old girl, who has altered her address on several occasions but has always kept Terry up to date with these changes, as well as her exciting career, is Charlotte Green who was, in fact first Old Girl to get in touch when Terry first took on co-ordinating the Old Girls. She kindly contacted Terry this August with her latest address and her news.

Charlotte Green, a Lavant House boarder from 1994-2001, and Dr Green since October 2009, has been working for Professor Bente Klarlund Pedersen at the Centre for Inflammation and Metabolism in Copenhagen. She says ‘Life here is going well, I now have my own masters student to supervise and I will also have an exchange PhD student to mentor next year for 9 months’. As if that was not enough she has been awarded a Marie Curie Inter-European fellowship which will last for 18 months, after this she is thinking of moving back to the UK. Sadly she does not think she be able to attend Old Girl's reunion this year as she is attending a myogenesis conference (Terry looked it up; myogenesis refers to the generation of new muscle tissue) which is being held at the same time over in the States, in New Hampshire. Next year, perhaps!

Caroline Fallon (née Jones), a Lavant House day, weekly and finally full boarder (!), from 1968-1977, contacted the school recently to ask if anyone at the school would care to have her old fencing mask, foil and jacket and kindly agreed to bring us up to date with her life.  She has been going through many of her old belongings because of her parents’ decision to downsize their home, a situation that is all too common to the more mature members of our Old Girls! Caroline has many pleasant memories of her time at Lavant House, especially Sport, Art, Human Biology and Geography and recalls enjoying her time of responsibility as Senior Boarder. Although she has lost touch with many Old Girls she has always stayed in touch with her dear friend, Tessa Elphick (née Olphert), with whom she travelled to Italy after their school days had ended and then later, while Caroline spent 5 months travelling around America on her own visiting family and friends, they then met up in Victoria, Canada and spent a few weeks together in California.  Apparently Tessa was the more adventurous of the two and decided that going around the world was her aim so she continued to Asia and Australia after that.  In the early 80's they both did two ski seasons as chalet girls in Val D'Isere and had an immensely happy time.   

Caroline is married to Nigel and they live in Goostrey, Cheshire just across the fields from Jodrell Bank - where the Lovell Radio Telescope has been, since the 1950s, collecting data from outer space.  In 1999 she retrained after working in a variety of office positions, mostly secretarial, as a complementary therapist and has been busy in that field ever since stating that ‘Reflexology is what I enjoy most and I now incorporate reiki, ear candling and nutritional therapy.  I love making people feel better than when they arrived and mostly achieve that.’ You can see more about this, and a photograph of Caroline herself, at _http://www.carolinefallontherapies.co.uk/_. 

Caroline fondly remembers Mrs Beulah Barnes (her housemistress) and Catrina (Mrs Barnes’ daughter) as well as Angela Brooks, Sara Levitt, Anna Newall Watson, Claire  Chervell, Jackie Caro, Diana Moffat and Sarah Kentish.  She remembers both Mrs Green and Mrs Morris (along with ‘the green fish jugs on the dining table when we were asked to lunch by either of them in the Headmistress' private quarters’. Caroline says that she would like to thank ‘Mrs Wilson, who taught Biology, Mrs Bodimeade (the Art teacher about whom Nick Sturt wrote a piece in an earlier school bulletin) and Penny Finn (née Shepherd whose news was included in a recent bulletin) who taught PE, for all their encouragement in the early days.  Oh! and fencing matches on the lawn on Speech Day against my sister, Sally.  Sally also let me win, God bless her’. Caroline was at school with her sister Sally who was 18 months younger than her. As she noted that since 'though most of Sally’s friends knew she died in a skiing accident in 1987 (aged 26), perhaps some still don't’ she felt it was appropriate to mention this sad fact. Caroline was also at school with her first cousins Lucy and Katy Jones (another army family like her own) and later with Harriet her younger sister (born 1967).  They are all happily married with children and we hope to include some of their news in future bulletins.

  
 

