New Year 2012 Old Girls’ Bulletin

A very Happy New Year to all our Old Girls! You should soon be receiving, by post or email, your copy of Kate Bartholomew’s Old Girls’ newsletter which contains news of the Jubilee Old Girls’ reunion. Hard though it is to believe this coming November marks the 60th anniversary of the foundation of our School by Dora Green. We hope that as many Old Girls as possible are able to join in our celebrations. 

What Are They Doing Now?

Vicky Davis, a Lavant House Girl from 2001 -2005, has been keeping very busy since she gained an MA in Modern History at Royal Holloway University in 2009. Apart from working at Joules in South Street (ably separating staff, Old Girls and their mothers from their money in return for clothes that she has helped them choose) she has been both a volunteer in the Day Surgery Unit of St. Richard’s and helping run the sessions at the Chichester group of the Riding for Disabled association. 

From the start of this year she will be returning to her first love (well first apart from horses) history.  She has been awarded, after a tough interview, an Arts and Humanities Research Council funded PhD studentship in collaboration with the British Postal Museum and Archive.  Vicky’s main research area will be looking at the welfare and patronage of public sector workers in 19th and early 20th century Britain.  Based at the Institute of Historical Research, Vicky has many research trips already planned and is currently trying to find a way of studying in the US for a term. 

Past Staff
Marianne Mathews, who taught at Lavant House from 1983-1991, was unable to come to the reunion last September as the date clashed with a special reunion at her own old School! She is very keen to attend our 60th reunion this year. When she joined Lavant House she had recently married Peter whom she had met at Portsmouth Polytechnic (as it was then) in the Drama Society. She says ‘the Old Girls who remember me will not be surprised at the Drama reference because we were very involved with the Bosham Players, Southsea Shakespeare Actors and New Theatre Productions when we lived in Bosham. We appeared in the West Dean productions as part of Chichester Festivities for years. Lavant House girls always attended and were wrapped up in their red cloaks for the evening watching the productions!’ 

They have two daughters, Louise (who graduated from Bristol University with an MSci in June 2011 and now working for Tesco on the future technology leadership scheme) and Katie (who is thoroughly enjoying her life at Cardiff University reading Spanish and Italian and is getting ready for her year out- divided equally between Spain and Italy). Marianne has been working for almost 13 years at Charters School, a large comprehensive, in Sunningdale-where she is Curriculum Leader for Modern Foreign Languages (GCSE results are the best in the Borough for the second year running!). Her knowledge of Spanish has been very useful this last year as the house that they won in Spain was burgled this year and dealing with repairs and insurers whilst from the UK was not easy! Both she and Peter enjoy spending time there and working on various projects – this year they built a pergola!

