Summer Bulletin

This is a super size bulletin for the summer with school news, old girl news and also an update on retirement from Marian Scott

News

Once again the school year has come to an end after so many activities that listing them would fill the entire bulletin. These have included looking at the school in earlier years since both the top two years of the Junior school and the Third Form have heard lectures upon the entire history of Lavant House, the building, with reference to the arrival and early years of the school. The Juniors were also given the chance to study old school magazines and see the standard of work from past years. Coincidentally, the chance to obtain copies of some of the old magazines is mentioned in the latest newsletter from the Headmistress – do make sure you have received your copy.

Staff News
Dr Sturt has decided to step down from his responsibilities as Deputy Head although I am delighted to report that he will continue teaching Latin and Classical Civilisation at school.  It is a testament to his considerable contribution to life at Lavant House that his responsibilities will be shared amongst several teachers next year. Thus Mrs Houghton-Connell will become Deputy Head, Mrs Martin will take over as Director of Studies and Mrs van Beek will become Head of Key Stage Three (Ist to IIIrd Forms in the Senior School).  Congratulations to all concerned and I hope that Dr Sturt enjoys the return to full-time teaching – an area of his work that he enjoys above all others.  Mrs Stone will join us as Head of Senior Art, although Mrs Houghton-Connell will still be teaching Art at the upper end of the Senior School.  Mrs Blows, Mrs Street and Mr Ward will be retiring at the end of the Summer Term. We wish them all a long and happy retirement. Mrs Jones will take over as the Head of Learning Support, Mrs Williams will become Head of ICT and Mrs Adams joins us as Head of Geography.  We welcome Miss Cawte who is taking over as Head of Senior Games following the resignation of Miss Wiggs, and we will  follow Miss Wiggs’ paralympic training with interest.  Finally, goodbye and thank you to our Gap student, Catherine, and Assistant Housemistress, Amy Kyffin who now has a full-time nursing position at St Richard’s Hospital, having recently qualified as a nurse. She has been an important member of the boarding house community over the past four years and she will be replaced by Mrs Costello in September.

What Are They Doing Now
Lisa Tanner, a Lavant Girl 1973-1979 when she left to go and live in Argentina with her parents, got in touch recently to tell us her news. After a few years in Argentina she returned to England and worked at various IT jobs until she met Dominic at Alcan Aluminium and they went to Australia for a holiday fell in love with the country. After emigrating in 1994 they have been living on five acres about 40kms south of Cairns, Queensland, where they jointly run a photography business - I left Lavant House in 79 to live in Argentina with my parents. I returned to England some years later & did various IT jobs until I met Dominic at Alcan Aluminium & we went to Australia for a holiday & just loved the place.

 

We emigrated in 1994 & have been living on 5 acres about 40kms south of Cairns for the past 16 years & together run a photography business - www.pinecreekpictures.com.au. Lisa says “I have no children & (having spent most of my school years in the Lavant House stables) I now have 4 horses - we borrow other peoples' children for an hour, have some fun photographing them & then give them back!” She has joined facebook & through that joined the Lavant House group though “I am a bit of an amateur at the facebook stuff”. She is in touch with Tessa Bannister (née Watts) and from quite recently, Suzy Willis. Lisa, like Lamide Balogun (nee Lamide Lamikanra) whose news was in a bulletin last year, would love to get back in contact with Lucy McConville. She will be in the UK from the 21st - 28th of this month  on a flying visit and has asked that we put her email address in this bulletin in case anyone wants to get in touch – this address is lisa@pinecreekpictures.com.au
Marian Scott’s News

It is hard to believe that almost a whole year has gone by since my final, fantastic, farewell Speech Day last summer.  What an occasion that was for me, perfectly organised by staff, girls and parents, not to mention the Deity who looked after the weather!

What have I been doing since then?  Well, I always said I would have a gap year when I retired, having been deprived of one aged 18, and I have certainly done some interesting travelling this year.  In September, when everyone had gone back to school, I rejoiced in my freedom and set off with my husband to St Lucia in the Caribbean.  There I tried Scuba diving for the first time, and was completely hooked!  

Being a fairly active person I like to do lots of walking and a few days in the Lake District at Easter time were most enjoyable.  We conquered several peaks on a fantastic day doing one of the famous ridge walks, and I was glad to find I could still get myself up a few thousand feet.  I won’t mention how stiff I was the following day!

This spring I travelled with Yvonne Graham, another previous Head of Lavant House, to Iran for two weeks of intensive history, art and culture.  We went with an organised tour group, 14 people from the UK, Australia, Russia and the USA, and were looked after throughout our visit by two excellent Iranian guides.  We went to Tehran, Shiraz, Isfahan and Yazd, and saw mosques, palaces, bazaars, desert towns, and ancient ruins, of which Persepolis was superb.  The trip was AMAZING!  The only downside was having to wear a headscarf absolutely all the time, which was hot and uncomfortable, but the people were lovely, and very keen to talk in English with tourists, the food was terrific, and altogether it was something of a once in a lifetime experience.  I took around 700 photos and bought a beautiful Persian rug!  

My next flight in May took me to Greece, to go sailing around the Ionian islands with Mrs Firth (and our husbands, too!).  The weather was dreadful to start with, 35 mph winds and pouring rain, but it improved dramatically after a few days and we sailed amongst glorious scenery, anchoring overnight in the prettiest of bays.

It has been an exciting year, too, for my family.  My first grandson was born in January and my daughter had her second little girl in February.  The babies have been a delight, and a wonderful addition to Eleanor, who is two and a half now.  They are all fascinating with their different characters and varying stages of progress.

In between times I have been busy with my house and garden which were sorely in need of attention.  I still have a very long ‘to do’ list, but have ticked off quite a lot so far.  I very much enjoy decorating and gardening, and it is bliss to have the time to get on with these activities, though like all retired people, there never seems to be enough time to fit in all the things I want to do.  

It’s been a wonderful year, and I have to say I recommend retirement to everyone!

