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Dear Old Girls,

I last wrote to you during a lovely warm summer week and now I look out of my study, across a very wet lawn, as the girls and staff settle down into a new term following their much deserved Christmas holidays. Our school had a very successful time, last year, with outstanding results from the summer exams, indeed they were the best ‘A’ level results in the history of the school! Every girl who sat 'A' level English received one of the coveted A* grades and with an overall pass rate of 100%, of which 89 % grades were at A or B, all of the upper sixth have secured their university places in spite of it being harder than ever to gain a place. I am so proud of the girls and the staff for all the hard work that has gone into this attainment. We also broke our GCSE record this year with 96% girls achieving 5 or more A* to C grades and 88% of girls achieving 5 or more A*-C grades including Maths, Science and English.

Art has always been both popular and successful at Lavant House and since September we have had included an interesting new twist by installing Nancy Goodens as our artist in residence in the old dairy building. You can visit her website and read all about this at http://www.artworksstudio.co.uk/ . The internet is extremely useful in keeping in touch with our far flung Old Girls and Past Staff, Terry Carlysle (my Old Girl Liaison) frequently remarks that her life is infinitely easier using e-mail links, so don’t forget to use the internet to keep up to date with Old Girl news in the monthly bulletin at 

http://www.lavanthouse.org.uk/5_48_general-information-old-girls.html .

Our 58th School birthday was celebrated in style this year starting with the oldest and youngest pupils blowing out the candles on a marvellous cake shaped as an ice rink – the obvious shape when the birthday treat for the school was the erection of a temporary indoor ice rink for skating upon by the girls staff and parents in the afternoon and evening of that day! Such fun should not obscure the fact that the girls are only too well aware of how lucky they are and their desire to help those less fortunate than themselves. Our pupils were able to donate £492 to St Wilfrid’s Hospice raised by holding a poetry café on National Poetry Day and by holding a 1960’s fashion show. The show, organised by the Head Girl, Isabel Costello, actually raised £1000 also benefiting Canine Partners and Living Waters (an educational foundation in Tanzania)

School Reunions

In 2012 it will be our 60th Birthday and I am already starting to discuss the various ways in which we shall celebrate that important milestone and I am determined to include all of you in these festivities. This year we shall be holding the reunion on Saturday 24th September from 2pm until 5pm. It is your afternoon to wander the grounds and building, discovering all that has changed or remained just as you remember it, or to sit with coffee, tea and biscuits in the dining room catching up with old friends. This year at 3.30pm Mrs Pinhey has kindly agreed to lead any Old Girls who fancy singing again, in a choir, through a brief practise and performance of some songs – possibly some rounds. I do look forward to hearing this and hope that many of you will either enlist in this choir or join me in the audience. 

As usual, Terry Carlysle will be in school keen to answer your questions about the Old Girls, or to talk about the history of the school building itself as well as the occupants prior to the arrival of the school. If you want to contact her now, remember she can be reached via lavantexchange@aol.com  or by post via the school office.
Put the 24th September in your diary – now!


