                              October 2010 Old Girls’ Bulletin
It looks as if we will have a damp and misty autumn this year, but fortunately the Old Girls’ reunion on the 18th of September was blessed with dry and mainly sunny weather. We were visited by a much greater number of past staff than in previous years and hope that this is the start of a growing trend; as their presence adds so much to the day enabling Old Girls to catch up with those who taught them when they were at school. Amongst our visitors were a mother and daughter who together covered both staff and pupils - Mrs Beulah Barnes, Housemistress at Lavant 1964-1975, and her daughter Catrina, who was a pupil at Lavant from 1964 - summer 1976 when she left after her exams having held the post of Head Girl.  

On display were some items of school uniform both past and present – and several of the Old girls lamented the fact that during their time at Lavant House they had not had badges to display upon their blazer lapels! Also on display were some photographs of Dr Sturt which were accompanied by the following text:
                              Celebrating Thirty Years of Doctor Sturt!
How many of the Old Girls who recall Dr Sturt (and your emails suggest that a very great number do remember him) realise that he has been teaching here for 30 years? That makes it particularly pleasant to learn of his latest achievement. This year he was nominated for a Teaching Award through the Teaching Awards Trust which began in 1998 as an annual celebration of teaching and learning. Emma Thompson, the Teaching Awards president, said: ‘We talk a lot about education but we don’t often talk about the teachers who are the architects of our children’s lives and today I am very happy to say they are the heroes of the hour.’ Anyone taught by Dr Sturt will surely agree with that. 

In the School Archive survive records of two classroom observations carried out during Dr Sturt’s time here and they back up this notion. The first, dated 24.02.1992, states “There was a good level of concentration, the class were with the teacher all the time. They knew exactly what was expected of them….I thought the lesson was highly interesting and very well-planned” The second, undated, described a lesson as very well structured and one in which “no girl who listened at all could fail to understand and take in what was being taught ….I would classify it as a model Latin lesson.”        

Time and again Old Girls refer to Dr Sturt in their emails and letters. Here are just a few excerpts:

“Dr Sturt had to be my favourite” 

“Dr Sturt was fab, could always make me laugh” 

“Dr Sturt...possibly the best teacher ever!”
What Are They Doing Now
Heidi Oakley, a Lavant Girl from 1999 - 2006, graduated from Chichester College as a fully qualified beautician (with distinctions no less!) this summer and moved straight into a job at the prestigious RAC Club at Woodcote Park, Epsom. She has come to know the clients and members on a good basis and is pleased that she already can be said to have 'regulars'. As she now lives in Epsom she is ideally placed to enjoy her time off in London, or shopping in Kingston, but has still been able to get back for important events - such as becoming a Godmother to Ruby, daughter of her greatest friend. She is sharing a house with 3 good friends and says that she is having a great time.  She, Nicky Dunlop and Felicity Carlysle were all able to meet up down in Bideford for Harriet Mullins' birthday party at the end of August so they were able to have a Lavant reunion of their own!

 

