Old Girls’ Bulletin November 2011

Mary Walker R.I.P.

In September Penelope Finn (née Shepherd), who was a PE teacher here from 1974-1990, contacted the school to let us know the sad news that Mary Walker’s husband wished us to know that  his wife Mary had died. She had taught at the school for 9 years from mid 1980s until mid 1990s, arriving in response to an advertisement for a Home Economist but actually ended up in the junior department with Mrs Ann Pinhey. When she left Dr Sturt described her as ‘a multi talented lady’ and one who had added immeasurably to the life of the school.  Mary died in the evening of Monday 19th September from pneumonia following complications after the removal of a brain tumour. She had been spending the summer as she always did in France at Walker’s house and on 13th August became ill and was flown home to the UK, where she had an operation for a brain tumour. Her prognosis was not good, but nobody realised that they would lose her so quickly. Penelope and her husband went immediately to France to run her Gite for her, as they still had guests over the summer and then, on Penelope’s return went to see her just a few days before the complications set in. She leaves her husband and two daughters (who were also at Lavant House) Sarah and Ruth. 
What Are They Doing Now

Robynn Blanshard (née Gordon), a Lavant Girl from 1986 – 1990, is temporarily back in the country after 6 years in the Caribbean (pause for envious thoughts at this point!).She left Lavant House in, according to her, a state of surprise that she had passed all her GCSEs and was then to spend a year travelling the world playing golf before becoming a Golf Professional. Robynn completed the 4 year qualification programme to become a Professional, first playing on the WPGET tour and then moving into coaching and club management. She worked as the Professional / Director of Golf at various clubs around the South including those at Cowdray Park, Fareham, Chichester and Worthing. Continuing the golf theme she was to marry her golf coach Simon (who had been her first coach at Goodwood Golf Club in 1990) in 1997 and they moved to Saudi Arabia where Simon was working as Director of Golf in Jeddah. After three years they returned to the Chichester area and Robynn had their first son Blue (Louis) in 2002, and, in her words she ‘retired’!  Late in the following year they moved to the Caribbean, to a tiny island called Canouan, with Simon’s job with Trump Golf. There Robynn had their second son Toby in 2004. For the next 6 years she says she had a ‘lazy’ time ‘on the beach, doing a part time job as a chart briefing advisor for Moorings Yacht charters based on the island’.  The family returned to the UK at the end of 2009 at the end of the job contract and moved back to the Chichester area.  Both of their boys are now at Lavant Primary School and, unsurprising with the sports background) both are team players for Chichester Rugby Club.  Robynn decided to look at a change of career and has now trained in IT and is now working in that sector, working part time at a firm providing Training Management and E-learning to corporations and big businesses around the world. However, the Blanshards miss the Caribbean weather and are hoping to leave the UK within the year, to return ‘to the sun again!’ Robynn is still close friends with Toni Knight, her best friend from Lavant House (and goes ‘camping with her, her hubby and their 2 boys’) and keeps in touch with Claire Sellwood, Nikki Alexander and Olivia Tulloch With a bit of luck she will manage to be around for the big reunion and maybe persuade them to come as well! 
Emily Harris, a Lavant House girl from 2002-2007 is just about to fly off and stay on the North Island of New Zealand. In her previous news for Old Girls she told us about her course at Kingston University and how much she was enjoying herself. She continued to love her course and worked very hard indeed to achieve a good 2:1 degree and says ‘I was so pleased..that's what I wanted and I finally got it!’ She remained in Kingston for a further year, while her boyfriend (Toby Landeryou) finished his degree in Biomedical Science, doing three part time jobs while volunteering for the stroke association as a communication partner, and helping speech and language therapists at City Lit university both with 3 aphasia groups and with stammering groups as well. She also managed to fit in working with children who have communication problems in a specialist school in Kingston. Having been a research assistant for a developmental psychologist at Kingston University, and with all her volunteering experience, she is keen to gain further experience in New Zealand. She has been offered work experience in a stammering clinic in Auckland as well as at Auckland University as a volunteer on a research team into communication difficulties in children. This team also does research with aphasia patients and Emily has been invited to join any of the research teams at the university. She says ‘I've been used to dealing with aphasia, dementia patients and children with autism, but I really wanted to know more about the research side of things’. Her family has relatives living in North Island who have been able to find her a part time job in a hotel so she is well set up for her time our there. Fortunately her boyfriend has gained a research assistant job in another University in New Zealand so they will be able to see each other (especially while she shadows some Speech and Language Therapists in South Island). Then, to make the trip even more exciting, they ‘will be travelling and going to Australia and the Solomon Islands too’. On her return Emily hopes to be able to begin a Speech and Language postgraduate course and thus is working hard on applications and personal statements. We hope she will be able to attend next year’s Jubilee reunion and tell us how her exciting trip has gone.


