                                        June 2011 Old Girls’ Bulletin

                                    A snippet from the past

Those interested in the history of Lavant House the building may be interested to learn that, on a recent visit to the British Library, Terry discovered an advertisement for the sale of Lavant House published in ‘The Oracle’ on June 8th 1789. Sir Thomas Miller, the owner, wanted to sell the ‘exceedingly good family mansion’ which then consisted of ‘a spacious and convenient House, with all requisite domestic offices, Coach-house for three Carriages, stabling for eighteen Horses, good Gardens…The Land is in excellent condition, the Gardens are fully cropped, and the House, with the Offices, in good repair, and fit for the immediate reception of a Family.’ Tempting though that sounds, the house did not sell until 1791 when the Third Duke of Richmond bought it.   
Another person connected with Lavant House is the reason why two pictures of the school appear in the Spring edition of ‘Boarding School’; A brief piece relating that the house once was home to the Third Duke of Richmond’s daughter is included in an article entitled ‘Boarding House History’, rubbing shoulders with information on such schools as Gordonstoun, Stoneyhurst and St Leonard’s, Fife.

                                         Summer Ball     
Don’t forget that Old Girls are very welcome to attend the school’s summer ball on 1st July (7.30pm -1200) (this could be an early reunion!). The theme for the ball is James Bond – will you be shaken not stirred? Ticket are priced at £35 – to buy some please contact the school office.

                                       What Are They Doing Now?
Camilla Hessenberg, a Lavant girl from 1994-2000, used Facebook to say that she hopes to attend the reunion this September and it is amazing how the use of the internet and Facebook in particular has revolutionised the spread of information about all sorts of get-togethers. Since leaving Lavant House, Camilla has studied hard and attained lots of letters after her name; investigation shows that she has attained BA (Hons) Music, BTEC National Dip Performance and Composition, BTEC Nat Dip Popular Music, OCN Dip Jazz. Not being one to rest on her laurels, she is currently taking a Masters course in Music Performance at Chichester University and says she is really enjoying collaborating with other musicians. Only last November she passed a recital diploma in piano. Camilla has a very busy life working as a piano and guitar teacher in the Chichester area and as an accompanist for music graded exams and dissertations.  She recently met a talented artist and guitarist, named Jennifer Craven, with whom she plays ‘in a guitar classical guitar duo with for weddings and functions’. You can read all about this at http://www.weddingguitar.co.uk/. Camilla keeps in touch with Mrs Ann Pinhey, who is remembered by so many Old Girls from Lavant House where she taught for 20 years, and says how much she enjoyed Mrs Pinhey’s recent concert, St. John's Passion, which was performed in St. Peter's church in Petersfield. In case her music did not keep her busy enough, Camilla also works in her family business, The Picture Restoration Studios, (their website is http://www.picturerestorationstudios.co.uk/) as a Conservator of oil paintings and watercolours.  Many of the Lavant girls in her year remained in touch with one another and she often sees Fiona Winterflood and ‘Emily Rigby who lives close by with her two sons, George, my Godson, and Max’.





