Internet Awareness Meeting

Wednesday 10th February 2010
The meeting was held on Wednesday 10th February 2010 in the Scott Building at Lavant House.  The meeting was primarily arranged to highlight the dangers of the internet to parents.

PC Sarah Pack, Neighbourhood Liaison Officer introduced the meeting.  She advised parents not to underestimate the powers of the internet and raised the following points :-
· Pupils do not realise the dangers of the internet

· Although incidents of grooming were rare in West Sussex, it could still happen and for parents to be vigilant.

· Important for parents to talk to their children and raise their awareness of the dangers of the internet.

· Important for children to have their computer in a public place to lower the risk and to ask them who they are talking to on-line, what they are doing etc.

· Also very important for children not to give out any personal details which can then be linked to them ie school attended, address telephone number, hobbies which can to linked to them.
· Social gatherings organised on Facebook eg parties

· Gaming websites also have chat rooms
Grooming 

· May not necessarily be a stranger to the child

· Webcams should be discouraged, and particularly computers in child’s bedroom where it is more difficult to see what they are doing
· Don’t give out personal details eg school, address etc

· Chain e-mails should be reported
Social Networking Sites
· MSN, Bebo, Facebook – minimum age 13 to have an account
· Important to realise that you have no control over the information once it has been posted on the internet.

· Important to check the number of “friends” your child has – could be as many as 300.  Do they really know who they are?

· Abbreviations used by children eg POS (parent over shoulder)
· E-mail addresses should not divulge personal information which can be used to identify/give further information 

· Very important for the individual to be in control of the information

Mobiles
· Indecent images taken on mobile phones – under 18 is a criminal offence
· Sexting – indecent images sent by text.

Cyberbullying
· Criminal offence
· Foul and abusive language used

· Be very aware of what your child is doing and important to talk to them about it.

· Safety on-line is very difficult to monitor
Reporting Abuse
· Very important to report abuse to CEOP 

· Thinkuknow.co.uk

Precautions taken at Lavant House

· All parents and pupils given a copy of the internet Policy to read and sign

· Filter on the router to filter out inappropriate material

· Internet turned off in school between 6pm – 7am 

· Forms below Form IV have no unsupervised access

· Use of mobile phones restricted during the school day 
· Taking photos on mobile phones banned in school

Tips for parents 

· Check the privacy levels on your child’s computer 
· Software can be bought to reduce the risks eg netnanny
Further information

Further information can also be found on the GSA MyDaughter website www.mydaughter.co.uk
Also see factsheets 
