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Gradually more and more comes to light about the history of Lavant House, the building, and people associated with it. This month Terry discovered that a sister of John Cavendish Orred, who rented the house from1883 until his death in 1905, was Meta Caroline Orred an author and poet. One of her poems was put to music and can be heard at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNqM9wt33VY 
What Are They Doing Now

Emily MacGregor, a Lavant Girl from 1997 – 2003, started at Durham university in 2007 and has completed the first three years of her medical degree. She says that she is now ‘intercalating which is where you can take a year out to do a different degree’ as long as it has relevance to medicine. This means that she is now studying at Sussex University for a BSc degree in Experimental Psychology ‘which is kind of a combination of undergraduate and masters psychology’. She is really enjoying both the course and the break! After this year at Sussex she will go up to Newcastle for the last two years of her medical degree. This is, she admits, a long haul but well worth it.  
Past Staff
Ellie Blows is known to many of you both in her role as Geography teacher and careers guru. She taught at Lavant House from 1994 when she joined the school from St. Michael's Burton Park before which she was on the staff at Rosemead School (where she first met Mrs Harrison whom many Old Girls will also remember). Since she retired from teaching she has not been missing the early mornings required to get into school! However nobody will be surprised to know that she has not been twiddling her thumbs. She has become involved in a variety of projects in Sussex. Many people will have heard about the worrying decline in the number of honeybees (their numbers have dropped by well over 15% in the last few years) and Ellie decided to get involved (doubtless having heard all about them from the staffroom expert Di Cooke) in the Honeybee project at Sussex University led by Prof. Francis Ratnieks who is running a number of research projects to see exactly how they forage which, has the massively important side-effect of pollination. She is part of the decoding team who examine videos made in the lab (where they have 3 glass-backed hives), and this ‘enables us to analyse the 'waggledances' of incoming foragers. The data re distance and direction of plants visited can then be mapped.  Later on, we are going to do some field verification to identify the precise species visited, and I might well be called upon for this.  I may need some lessons in botany....’
In addition Ellie is a volunteer at the Museum in Shoreham, where she has become involved both in the education side (she has been discussing lending out 'Discovery Boxes' of artefacts to schools) and in some research. Her latest ‘brief’ is to examine the Norfolk archives at Arundel Castle with particular reference to the building of the Norfolk Bridge across the Adur. She has not forgotten us, or teaching since her daughter is teaching some Year 7 Geography she is ‘occasionally of use in a consultant capacity. More usually, I am walking her dog and suggesting colour schemes etc for her new house!’ We were very pleased to see her at last year’s reunion and are hoping to see her again, at this year’s reunion, in September - when we can learn more about the honey bees.
